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By Jonathan Spiers
Staff Writer

Anyone wondering what’s go-
ing on in the woods across East 
Boiling Spring Road from Camp 
Pretty Pond, rest assured: it’s not 
the next housing development 
proposed for Boiling Spring 
Lakes.

Activity resembling the type of 
land-clearing that typically pre-
cedes big-time construction has 
attracted curiosity along the ru-
ral roadway just beyond the city’s 
northeastern neighborhoods. Yet 
the site work is actually the oppo-
site — an effort to restore the land 
to its natural state, prior to its for-
mer use in a timber operation.

The work is a project of the N.C. 
Ecosystem Enhancement Pro-
gram, which aims to restore and 
preserve wetlands and streams 
in part to mitigate the impacts 
of development. This project in-
volves 3,200 linear feet of head-
water stream restoration within 
517 acres of state-owned land 
that was previously owned by 
timber companies, International 
Paper among them.

�$�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���D�P�R�X�Q�W��
of longleaf pine restoration, the 
project is intended to return the 
land to how it was before trees 
were timbered, foreign species 
of pine were introduced and ir-
rigation canals altered the land’s 
topography and natural water 
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“The site was historically 

ditched and drained to support 
a timber operation. We’re tak-
ing it back to its original stream 
and wetlands,” explained Kristin 
Miguez, project manager for the 
state program. “This 517 acres is 
now permanently protected from 
future development, and we’re 
trying to restore the ecological 
functions of the stream and en-
hance habitat.”

Miguez said the project came at 
the request of The Nature Conser-
vancy, which works with the state 

to manage the Boiling Spring 
Lakes Preserve surrounding the 
city. Prior to the site’s purchase 
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been platted for development.

“It’s an opportunity for us to do 
restoration and protect it from 
future development,” she said. 

Agreeing that the work looks 
more like development than 
preservation, she added, “You 
have to somewhat wipe the slate 
clean. It had 5,000 to 6,000 feet 
of ditches. You have to alter what 
someone else did to the site, and 
that involves a lot of earth-mov-
ing equipment.”

Since starting in February, 
crews have cleared excess vegeta-
tion and removed loblolly pines 
that the timber companies intro-
duced to the property. Reintro-
ducing longleaf pine to the area 
could also make the site suitable 
for mitigation of endangered red-
cockaded woodpecker habitat, 
albeit many years down the road, 
Miguez said. 

Work on the site is currently 
wrapping up, as the project was 
scheduled to last three to four 
months.

“Once we’re done, you’ll have 
more natural wetlands in the 
area, and we’ll come back in De-
cember or January and do plant-
ing of native vegetation,” she 
said, listing longleaf pine, black-
gum, laurel oaks, sweetbays and 
bald cypress.

Work restores land
to its natural state 
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Trucks and bulldozers along East 
Boiling Spring Road across from 
Camp Pretty Pond are part of a 
state effort to restore streams and 
wetlands, not to prepare the site 
for development. 

‘The site was his-
torically ditched 
and drained to 
support a timber 
operation. We’re 
taking it back 
to its original 
stream and wet-
lands.’
Kristin Miguez
Project manager
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New Summer Hours Starting in June 
Sunday – Thursday 5:00 – 9:00
Friday – Saturday 5:00 – 9:30
 Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 5:00-9:00 pm • Fri. & Sat. 5:00-9:30 pm

Internet Cafe & Sweepstakes
K & RK & RK & R

Internet Cafe & Sweepstakes
Do you get queasy on boats?

Tired of driving, riding & not playing?

PLAY YOUR GAMES NOW!
�Q Winners Paid Instantly

�Q��Complimentary Snacks & Beverages
�Q��Open 24 Hours

1517 N. Howe Street, Unit 6
Southport, NC • (Behind Famous Subs)

910.454.0098
*Must 18 years or older*

Register for

FREE TRIP
forTWO

to Las Vegas!FREE DRAWING
for Players this Weekend
Stop in for details.

New fuel station on agenda
SOUTHPORT PLANNING BOARD

By Lee Hinnant
News Editor

Southport’s planning board 
will consider plans for a new 
fuel station as well as reports on 
a subdivision and planned bed-
and-breakfast inn at its regular 
Thursday meeting at 7 p.m.

The newest project is a Mur-
phy Express fuel station, planned 
on a 1.2-acre site across N.C. 211 
from Wal-Mart. As envisioned, 
the station would have full access 
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and Sandy Lane. Just to the west, 
there would be a right-out only/
right-in only driveway that con-
nects to N.C. 211.

Developers are scheduled to 
make a sketch plan presentation 
about the project, which is one of 
the earliest steps in the develop-
ment process. The station would 
have six fuel pumps and encom-
pass 2,765 square feet of space.

The board also will discuss a 
committee report on the Jonas 
Creek planned unit develop-
ment, a subdivision off West Ow-
ens Street and West West Street 

planned to include 61 single-fam-
ily houses. A review committee 
has recommended that the full 
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for the subdivision, which ad-
joins Cottage Point. The board is 
scheduled to hold a public hear-
ing on the matter.

Also on the agenda is a report 
on a planned bed-and-breakfast 
inn at 313 E. Moore Street. The 
committee asked that the own-
ers, Dr. Christopher and Joy 
Brann, provide additional infor-
mation about an access easement 
to the land, along with state rules 
on bed-and-breakfast establish-
ments. The committee recom-
mended that the city’s board of 
adjustments approve the request 
at its June meeting.

The board is scheduled to con-
sider a request by B.J. and John 

Gorman for a conditional use 
permit for a three-car garage at 
406 Brunswick Street. The Gor-
mans want to put a 24-by-38-
foot garage on the site of an ex-
isting two-story metal and wood 
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the upstairs for use as an apart-
ment in the future.

Finally, the board is scheduled 
to discuss two general items. 
Rules for signs are on tap and 
planner Amy Nelson has pointed 
out that many businesses have 
more or larger signs than are al-
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ment ordinance. The board will 
also discuss possible language 
that would allow Internet gam-
bling as a permitted use under 
the development ordinance.

The board meets upstairs at 
Southport City Hall.

1925 Country Club Drive
Hampstead, NC 28443
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(800) 292-4966 or (910) 332-7100

....Blinds and more
1729 SOUTHPORT-SUPPLY ROAD

(Martin Storage) SOUTHPORT, NC 28461
(910)-253-3300
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